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What is Asterisk?
● Software PBX (Private Branch Exchange)
● Compatible with several different protocols

– Standard POTS/PSTN T1/E1/PRI/BRI
– VOIP protocols: SIP, IAX, MGCP, H323, etc...

● Runs on Linux/BSD/Mac operating system
● Available as Open Source GPL or Closed 

Source Licensed version



  

  

What can Asterisk do?
● Too many features to list, here are some:

– Voicemail
– Conference Calling
– ACD (Automatic Call Distribution)
– IVR (Interactive Voice Response)
– LCR (Least Cost Call Routing)
– VOIP -> PSTN Gateway
– Call Recording System



  

  

How can I start with Asterisk?
● Two simple downloadable options: (Both 

are single CD downloads that boot up and 
install a basic Asterisk system with a web 
interface)
– TrixBox (formerly Asterisk@Home)
– AsteriskNow

● Add Asterisk to an existing Linux machine:
– Go to asterisk.org and download source

mailto:Asterisk@Home


  

  

How do I connect my home 
phone?

● Asterisk can use a PCI card like the 
X100P to connect to a standard home 
phone line (X100P.com)

● Switch your phone number to a VOIP 
provider like Star2Star and use your 
internet connection(DSL/Cable) to receive 
phone calls



  

  

How can I use Asterisk at Work?
● Get a T1 or multiple-PSTN PCI card 

(Digium/Sangoma/Rhino) to connect 
existing wiring and circuits or even 
passthru from existing PBX



  

  

Working with Existing Wiring



  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  

For More Information:

● http://www.voip-info.org
● http://www.asterisk.org
● http://www.asteriskguru.com
● http://oinko.net/astpligg/
● http://www.digium.com


